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TITLE OP THE INVENTION * * 

ZOOM LENS SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a zoom lens 

5 system, and more particularly to a compact yet low-cost zoom 

lens system used with cameras using an electronic image 

pickup means such as camcorders, digital cameras, supervisory 

cameras, portable telephones, personal computers, etc. 

To achieve size and weight reductions of a consumer- 

10 oriented zoom lens system in this field, a specific zoom lens 

system has been proposed, which comprises four lens groups, 

i.e., a positive lens group, a negative lens group, a 

positive lens group and a positive lens group in order from 

an object side thereof, as typically disclosed in JP-A's 4- 

43311 and 4-78806. For zooming, the second negative lens 

group moves on an optical axis while the first and third lens 

groups remain fixed. The fourth lens group moves to make 

correction for a fluctuation in the position of an image 

plane in association with zooming. A further size reduction 

is achievable by a specific zoom lens system wherein, as 

typically disclosed in JP-A's 6-94997 and 6-194572, a third 

lens group moves from an image plane side to an object side 

of the system during zooming from a wide-angle end to a 

telephoto end of the system. Such zoom lens systems have a 

25 relatively high zoom ratio of the order of 8 to 12. However, 

these zoom lens systems are still insufficient for zoom lens 

systems having a lower zoom ratio while weight is placed on 



